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About the Poet 

James Henry Leigh Hunt (1784–1859) was an English poet, essayist, and critic. He was a 

central figure in the Romantic literary movement and was known for his wit, charm, and 

advocacy for social reform. Hunt co-founded The Examiner, a journal that introduced the 

works of poets like John Keats and Percy Bysshe Shelley to the public. His poetry often 

reflects themes of love, morality, and human nature. The Glove and the Lions is one of his 

notable works, blending humour, drama, and a critique of vanity. 

Background of the Poem 

The poem is inspired by a historical anecdote involving King Francis I of France. It reflects the 

chivalric traditions of medieval Europe, where acts of bravery were often performed to win 

admiration or love. Hunt uses this setting to critique the superficiality of such displays and to 

highlight the importance of genuine values over vanity. 

Message of the Poem 

The poem conveys the message that true love and bravery should not be tested through acts 

of vanity or pride. It critiques the superficial nature of chivalric traditions and emphasizes 

the importance of self-respect and moral integrity. Hunt suggests that love based on shallow 

displays is not genuine. 

Themes 

Vanity vs. True Love: The poem contrasts genuine love with acts driven by vanity and pride. 

Bravery and Integrity: It highlights the importance of courage and self-respect in the face of 

superficial challenges. 

Critique of Chivalry: The poem questions the value of chivalric traditions that prioritize 

spectacle over substance. 

Human Nature: It explores the motivations behind actions, such as the desire for admiration 

and the rejection of insincerity. 

Summary 

1. The poem opens with King Francis I of France watching a spectacle in his court. The king,

known for his love of royal sports, observes his lions fighting in an arena. The scene is

described as grand and dramatic, with nobles and ladies in attendance.

2. Among the spectators is Count de Lorge, who admires a beautiful lady. The lady, confident

in her lover’s bravery, decides to test his devotion. She drops her glove into the lion’s pit,

challenging Count de Lorge to retrieve it as a proof of his love.



3. Without hesitation, Count de Lorge leaps into the pit, retrieves the glove, and quickly

returns to safety. His act of bravery impresses the audience, but instead of presenting the

glove to the lady as a token of love, he throws it in her face.

4. King Francis praises Count de Lorge’s reaction, declaring that the lady’s challenge was

driven by vanity, not love. The king’s words underscore the poem’s critique of superficial

displays of affection and the importance of self-respect.

The poem ends with a moral lesson, highlighting the flaws in the lady’s actions and 

celebrating Count de Lorge’s integrity and courage. 

Important Phrases 

"King Francis was a hearty king, and loved a royal sport": Introduces the king as a lively and 

energetic ruler who enjoys grand spectacles. Sets the tone for the dramatic events of the 

poem. 

"Ramped and roared the lions, with horrid laughing jaws": Describes the ferocity of the 

lions in the arena. Creates a vivid and intense image of the dangerous setting. 

"She dropped her glove, to prove his love; then looked at him and smiled": Highlights the 

lady’s confidence and vanity in testing her lover’s bravery. Reflects the theme of 

superficiality in relationships. 

"Then threw the glove, but not with love, right in the lady’s face": Describes Count de 

Lorge’s rejection of the lady’s challenge. Emphasizes his self-respect and critique of her 

vanity. 

"No love, but vanity, sets love a task like that": King Francis’s judgment on the situation. 

Summarizes the poem’s moral lesson. 

Poetic Devices 

Imagery: The poem uses vivid descriptions to create dramatic and intense scenes. Example: 

"The bloody foam above the bars came whisking through the air." 

Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds adds rhythm and emphasis. Example: "Ramped 

and roared the lions." 

Contrast: The poem contrasts the lady’s vanity with Count de Lorge’s integrity. 

Symbolism: The glove: Represents the lady’s vanity and the superficial nature of her 

challenge. 

The lions: Symbolize danger and the stakes of the challenge. 

Tone: The tone is dramatic and reflective, with a touch of humour in the king’s judgment. 

Rhyme Scheme: The poem follows a consistent rhyme scheme (aabbccdd), creating a 
rhythmic flow. 

The Glove and the Lions is a timeless poem that critiques vanity and celebrates integrity, 
offering a valuable lesson about the nature of love and bravery. 




