

HOW TO COMPARE DIFFERENT COUNTRIES OR STATES 
1. Development Means Different Things
· Development can be understood in various ways, leading to different interpretations.
2. Comparing Similarities and Differences
· When comparing entities (like students or countries), both similarities and differences exist.
· The criteria used for comparison depend on the purpose.
3. Example: Comparing Students
· Students differ in height, health, talents, interests.
· The "best" student depends on the criterion chosen (e.g., sports skills, intelligence, friendliness).
4. Choosing Criteria for Comparison
· Important characteristics must be selected based on the comparison goal.
· For overall progress, multiple characteristics might be considered.
5. Application to Countries
· Income is considered a key attribute for comparing countries.
· Higher income generally means better access to goods and services.
6. What is Country Income?
· Total income = income of all residents combined.
· Total income alone is not useful for comparison due to different population sizes.
7. Per Capita Income
· Defined as total income divided by total population.
· Measures average income per person, useful for comparing living standards.
8. Classification by World Bank (2024)
· High-income countries: Per capita income of US$ 66,500 or more.
· Low-income countries: Per capita income of about US$ 2,300 or less.
· India falls into the low-income category (implied).





