
Atomic Structure and Electronic 
Configuration 

Understanding the fundamental building blocks of matter 

Introduction to Atomic Structure 

The atomic structure refers to the composition of an atom, which consists of 
protons, neutrons, and electrons. The arrangement of these particles defines the 
properties of elements. 

Subatomic Particles 

● Protons: Positively charged particles found in the nucleus. 
● Neutrons: Neutral particles also located in the nucleus. 
● Electrons: Negatively charged particles orbiting around the nucleus. 

Atomic Models 

● Dalton's Atomic Theory: Early model considering atoms as indivisible 
particles. 

● Thomson's Plum Pudding Model:Described electrons embedded in a 
positively charged sphere. 

● Rutherford's Nuclear Model:Discovered the nucleus as a dense core. 
● Bohr's Model: Proposed fixed orbits for electrons with quantized energy 

levels. 
● Quantum Mechanical Model:Modern model describing electron clouds 

and orbitals. 

Electronic Configuration 

The arrangement of electrons in an atom's orbitals is called electronic 
configuration. It follows the principles of quantum mechanics. 



● Aufbau Principle: Electrons fill orbitals in order of increasing energy 
levels. 

● Pauli Exclusion Principle: No two electrons can have the same set of 
quantum numbers. 

● Hund's Rule: Electrons occupy degenerate orbitals singly before pairing 
up. 

Quantum Numbers 

● Principal Quantum Number (n):Determines energy level. 
● Azimuthal Quantum Number (l):Defines the shape of the orbital. 
● Magnetic Quantum Number (ml):Specifies orbital orientation. 
● Spin Quantum Number (ms):Indicates electron spin direction. 

Applications of Electronic Configuration 

● Explains chemical bonding and reactivity of elements. 
● Helps in predicting element properties and periodic trends. 
● Useful in spectroscopy and quantum mechanics. 

Conclusion 

Understanding atomic structure and electronic configuration is fundamental in 
chemistry, as it provides insights into the behavior and properties of elements in 
the periodic table. 

 


