Image editing:-

Image editing is the process of altering and enhancing digital or analog photos and illustrations using software tools like Photoshop, Lightroom, or GIMP.

Core Principles

· Non-destructive editing: Never edit your original files directly; make duplicate copies or use layers and parametric steps so you can always revert changes.
· Work in RAW format: Shoot and import in RAW when possible to retain maximum data for highlights, shadows, and color recovery.
· Keep it natural: Apply retouching, saturation, and sharpening sparingly to avoid artificial or plastic-looking results.

Sequential Editing Workflow

1. Crop and straighten: Fix tilted horizon lines and re-frames the shot to emphasize your main subject (using rules like the Rule of Thirds).
2. Clean up distractions: Use healing brushes, clone stamps, or object removal tools to clear dust spots, blemishes, or unwanted background objects. 
3. Correct white balance: Adjust temperature and tint sliders or use an eyedropper on a neutral gray/white area to fix unnatural color casts. 
4. Balance exposure and contrast: Adjust overall brightness, shadows, highlights, whites, and blacks to reveal lost detail and build tone range. 
5. Refine color: Tune saturation and vibrance (or use a color mixer) to boost muted colors without over saturating skin tones. 
6. Sharpen and denoise: Apply noise reduction first (especially for low-light or high-ISO shots), then add crispness with selective sharpening or masking. 
7. Export: Save your final file in the proper format—such as high-quality JPG for web and social media, or TIFF for printing. 

